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Dear
I am writing to raise the issue of hepatitis C, a virus that has had a huge impact on my life.  

Add your own personal experience here and any problems you have faced that you would like your MP to help with.

As you may be aware, hepatitis C is a growing problem in the UK.  It is an infectious blood-borne virus that mainly affects the liver and is undiagnosed in the majority of the 250,000 to 466,000 people infected across the UK.  It can cause cirrhosis of the liver, liver cancer and death yet is both preventable and treatable.

The Department of Health is currently developing a National Liver Strategy and I hope this will address hepatitis C and its devastating consequences by drastically increasing diagnosis rates, improving support, treatment and care for patients, and preventing further infections.  I would be grateful if you would write to the Minister for Public Health, Anne Milton, to express your support for the Strategy and to ask that it contains levers to improve hepatitis C services for patients across the country.
The All-Party Parliamentary Hepatology Group takes a lead in Parliament in raising the profile of liver disease, in particular hepatitis C.  I would be extremely pleased if you could join the Group so you can be kept up to date with relevant debates, reports and meetings in Westminster.  The Hepatitis C Trust runs the secretariat for the Group so please email becky.hug@hepctrust.org.uk or call 020 7089 6220 to join.  This is very important to me and I do hope you will be able to support me and other hepatitis C patients in this way.

I would also be grateful if you could consider supporting Early Day Motion 119, ‘The Hepatitis C Trust’s Get Tested Campaign’ which calls for great public and professional awareness of the virus so that more people are diagnosed.  

Thank you for your time and your consideration of this vital but often overlooked public health issue.
Yours sincerely,

